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SUFLE i A CEbamporry
soulptor Trefor FPrest packid his
bag, loaded his family into th
Land Fover asd, with Doresn
the donkey of the back, beft Kalorma in
thi Dundenong Rangr DO MEnTe A
new life of rurad bliss nesr Newstead in
cenibral Vietors
“Wie st hane ookt very corspeiois
driving throagh bldboame,™ syys Belnda,
Trwdors wifie, “Wee hesd Diomes=n crmrsened i
the hack with all the loggage.”
Dareen wis L moin resson why the
Prest family chose to move to central
Vidoria Having n large block of land a1
Kalorumsa, they ratber fonched the ldes of
hawing a doskey amd when informed by
frienids abovat one pvadlable nt Sandon,

agrroed Lolrive there one weekend. Inibe
prociss of collecting Danein, they also fell
in lowe with the beauty of the ares amd
q|l,;|;]-:|_'| el tkat this was whern |.|'I|'_'|'
wanbix] to live, The dectsion wasalt & tough
om0 make a8 Trefor had been baiibing
withm ek of ehéctricity in his studio which
made work impractical, and the damp
wedt i which was sffecting ki hoalth.
Bix weeks later, whin a coltage bacaame
availnhle for rent at Sandon, Doreen was
bk whire she startod.

Shortly sfter they meved to Sandon, &
s cobliage &b fesurhy STREnEWEE Gl
up fioor sl amd s beéggan a new e for thi:
FPrest femily. (rveriooidng the fertile fints
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forged by Jien Crowe Creek and Loddon
Riwir, thi: ool bagee was one of many relies
It e firom the gobd rusks of bt contury,
ot thue skl of o oo b walbey wias 0
Tl e b et s st hmingr el
until recently. More Enportant than gold,
the Prests’ new propserty bod 5 genibe rise
orverbooking the cottage which was an ideal
gitie for Tredor's workshop, bt before the
famnily becamme nbaorbed in bullding the
sturdio, they needed Lo make the cottage
habitable. “It was pretty basie when we
first came here,” Tredor sxys.
The originad coliage wis bl
15500 and later had two hisan-Los added.
Thire was only an outside toilet sand no
biLhiroom, g0 thess became the Prests'
inrity, Witk the assistance of a
for hiat o moest of the work
himsalf including massive resovations
and sdditicns to the resr of the sottage
which, he aays, arc “ssill going on” to
modate his growing Gamily of
17, Tegrwen, L5, smd Bonnie, 12
Froem thies rosd, thi Prosts® sottage kool
remch B it might have in 1690, bat the
resorations and additions inchade three
irched windows which are impressive
Features an the north wall, g socond lived
ikt o cedar asd bBlemding in with
thie brick work beneath and a wide cool
verandah which beckons on m hot dxy.
Trefor's stodio looks &= if it has been
thern for the past century. Progressively
bt From secord-hand galvanissd iron,

around

meostly salvaged from the Castlemaine
Wenllen ME fire of 1921, it was Ixter
extended to include 3 gallery for his
oodlection of pressed metal sculptures.
Trefor spends most of kis time there, up
ther hill from: the honse an der the
walchfal eves of Doreen, working on his
metal ereations and listening to his
Tk oo EvaEle,

There b btk befy of Che orginal grden
with the exception of an exquisite pink
ros which Eelindn has been unshle (o
identify, the remaing of & plam hedge
which Trefor had Lo tamse with severe
pruming @nd two enormous cypress
trees at the front feneo which flagped
thee cobtage’s bocuthon for bygose visilon
wailkding firom Strsgrwiys radlway stition.
Additions to the garden include & young
grove of ¢lmas, oaks snd willow troea
surrounding a small oreamental lake

weiseh b waberfall and & ook of goese
kit defy all effonia to Keep them away.

Trefors artistic influemee is evident Snoen
the galvamised stesl sculpture which
dagbles a3 & bettorton i the Eleway to
i fire Box in the dising room whizh is
constracted firom a recyded stee] boiler,
He helivves that the o

[ wtosel, wowd,
birass stock and eopp it salvaged
from scrap metal yards adds interest Lo
s seulplures, “Acting ot his engineering
Eamiasien,” an art eritic onee aad

While Trefor has completed many
engineering courses, including o welding
oertifiente, it is his childhood emories of

his seaside home i Wiles and his love of
storkes from the sk 5o ober space which
provide the basis for most of his ideas. 4
frierud’s yoom about a lifiebuoy kabelled “for
s B peril™ prompted one of kis mom
irtepeEting e, & phica i feal UFisg &
diver satwmenged in clear oil. Trefor B alsa
influensoed by poutiend smed nerial mschines
froem brygone erss sed his sculptums aen't
st for looking al, they mast b bkl
and experienosd. A sodlpture with wings
that parody Qight is manceuvred by &
Feandle sl i smother phece, coenpartments
ey o Pl & hidader aspact.

Pieves of Trefiors work have been sold
to corporations, as well as the National
Gallory in Canberra snd gv ie® in
lecationa ss diverse as Newesstle snd
Lausmossston, vet b believes (hat he s @il
toreach a turning point in his career.

“Yoiusng arlists olten recelve & lod of
sitention early in their careers, but after
that you hewe to wadt ustil yoo'me 60 or 70
yiera old hefore your career pleks up
againi,” be sy, “1 hope that | dont kaveto
wadt that long.”

More recently, Trefor has enjoyed the
new experiense of tatoring two daya a
week il Ballarat Usiversity. “It's a ndee
change o be surmoundsed by people who
sppreciate what | doiin a professional
s, ho s, A ol b 12 3o plad to
et Bome and participate in “a bit of
domesticlife™.

AN theee of Tevfor s Belinds's children
ahew artistie tepdencies snd the studio
e leouasea podne of thedr work, bl Thefor
encourages them to make their own
decisions o what (o dowith thedr lves,
“Fromm EY oW eXpenihod &8 an artiet, it
hasn’t besen . drvssam man.”

Singe Doween promypled the Prests to
meake Strangways their home in 1952, the
furedy has extended 1o inciade Pinkie ke
rat, Flugn the fermet, Alfred the guinen pig,
two dogs snd & yunsher of horses, Firmly
entrenched i thelr rurad lifestyle, it would
Lk ndre than a Land Rover tomove the
Prest fnmily now.




